MOUNTAIN-WORSHIP.                              39

at a high pitch. Sightseeing by day was not enough:
John must get out his book after supper in the evening at
the hotel, and write poems; when he had written up his
journal he went on with some subject totally unconnected
with his travels or the place he was in. For instance, after
seeing Haddon, that very night he finished a gruesome
account of the Day of Judgment! This power of detach-
ing himself from surroundings and fixing his mind on any
business in hand has always been one of his most curious
and most enviable gifts. How few writers could correct
proofs at Sestri and write political economy at Chamouni!
After spending the morning in drawing early Gothic, and
the afternoon driving to some historic site, with a sketch
of sunset perhaps, he could settle down in his hotel bedroom
and write a preface to an old work ; and next morning
be up before the sun, busy at a chapter of Fors or
Prcst&rita. It is this "ohne Hast, ohne Rast' that has
enabled him to do so much and so varied work; the
power is the result of a habit, and the habit was formed
from the beginning.

To resume the tour. " Manchester is a most disagreeable
town," but at Liverpool they were delighted with the river,
assisted at a trifling collision, and got caught in the old
dockgates; on which adventure John bursts into ballad
rhyme. Then they hurried north to Windermere. Once
at Lowwood, the excitement thickens, with storms and
rainbows, mountains and waterfalls, boats on the lake
and coaching on the steep roads. This journey through
Lakeland is described in the galloping anapaests of the
" Iteriad," which was simply the prose journal versified
on his return : one of the few enterprises of the sort which
were really completed.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